
Honors newspaper/ journalism 

cvhsnews.org 

advisor- Josephine Lee/ jlee18@houstonisd.org 

Office Hours 12:20-1:05 PM @bit.ly/leevirtualofficehourscvhs 

 

Welcome to the world of journalistic news reporting! 

COVID-19. Black Lives Matter movement. Economic turmoil. Climate change-induced disasters. As we are 
living through a time of upheaval and a pandemic that has left our student body isolated and in need of 
communication and community, our job as student reporters to give a voice to the unheard and to connect 
our student body and beyond has become more important than ever.  

You will be the eyes, ears, and voice of the school and our student body; report on the issues that students 
care about and need to know; dig deep to allow diverse voices to be expressed on campus through our 
regular online news publications cvhsnews.org. Even if you do not plan to become an online, print, 
broadcast journalist, or enter into the world of media and communication, you will learn valuable 
interviewing, communication, media, and writing skills that will be valuable in any job.  

Four main things to remember in this class: 1) We work as a team; 2) You are the leaders and builders of 
this program and online news site; 3) Build trust and relationships with students, teachers, and 
administrators on campus; and 4) Have fun! 

1. Grading 

Even though we work together as a team to put this online news site and each publication together, you will 

be responsible for reporting on and submitting individual stories on a regular basis, usually every 2 weeks. 

The grading categories will be as follows:  

▪ News Stories: 50% 
▪ Research & Reporting: 40% 
▪ Teamwork (meeting deadlines, working with editors, social media postings etc): 10% 

 

2. Late Work 

When you work for any news outlet, deadlines are very important! If you are late on an assignment, then 

your editor needs to do more work and the publication is produced late. You will get a timely work grade, 

which will be categorized under the “Teamwork” category separate from the research/ reporting/ and 

writing you will do.  

3. plagiarism/ ethics 

Don’t. If you were a real reporter, you would get fired and blacklisted from other news companies. As a 

student, you’ll just get a 0 on the assignment. Please see the journalist ethics code on the Class Guide.  

4. TECHNOLOGY/ materials 

▪ Each staff reporter will have an account to the School News Online platform to post stories 

▪ Please set up your own account for:  

▪ Otter.ai for transcribing interviews 

▪ Canva.com or visme.com for sidebars and graphs 
▪ For interviews, you will use your phone/ zoom/ teams to record interviews  
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